
2. What was the purpose of the Berlin Conference?  

3. Who were the Boers, and whom did they fight?  

The Scramble for Africa  
AFRICA BEFORE EUROPEAN DOMINATION; FORCES 
DRIVING IMPERIALISM In the early 1800s, Europeans controlled 
a few areas along the coast of Africa. By the mid-1800s, Europeans were 
expanding their control to new lands. This policy is called imperialism.  
There were four basic reasons for imperialism. The first reason for 
imperialism had to do with money. Europeans wanted colonies to provide 
raw materials for their factories. The Europeans also wanted to sell their 
goods in their new colonies.  
National pride was a second reason for imperialism. Some nations wanted 
to gain colonies to show their national strength.  
Racism was a third reason for imperialism. Racism is the belief that one 
race is better than others. Many Europeans believed that whites were 
better than other races.  
Racism is related to Social Darwinism. Social Darwinism is the use of 
Charles Darwin’s ideas about evolution to explain human societies. One 
of Darwin’s ideas was “survival of the fittest.” This idea was that the fittest, or strongest, species would 
survive. Weak species would not survive.  
People who believed in Social Darwinism argued that fit people and nations survived. They also believed 
that weak people and nations would not survive.  
Christian missionaries also supported imperial- ism. They thought that European rule would end the slave 
trade. The missionaries also wanted to convert the people of other continents to Christianity.  
Europeans began to take lands in Africa for these reasons. Technology helped the Europeans succeed. The 
African peoples were divided. It was hard for them to resist European advances.  
1. What are four reasons for imperialism?  
	
	
	
THE DIVISION OF AFRICA  The “scramble for Africa”  
began in the 1880s. Diamonds were discovered in South Africa in  
1867. Gold was discovered there in 1886. Europeans became more interested in  
the continent.  
The European nations did not want to fight over the land. They met at the Berlin  
Conference in 1884–85. They agreed that any nation could claim any part of  
Africa by telling the others and by showing that it had control of the area.  
Europeans quickly grabbed land. By 1914, only Liberia and Ethiopia were free  
from European control.  
 
 
 
THREE GROUPS CLASH �OVER SOUTH AFRICA  In South Africa, three groups struggled over 
the land. In the early 1800s, the Zulu chief Shaka fought to win more land. Shaka’s successors were not able 
to keep his kingdom intact. The Zulu land was taken over by the British in 1887.  
Meanwhile, the British took control of the Dutch colony on the southern coast. Thousands of Dutch settlers, 
called Boers, moved north to escape the British. This movement is known as the Great Trek. The Boers 
fought the Zulus whose land they were entering.  
At the end of the century, Boers fought a vicious war against the British called the Boer War. The Boers lost 
and then joined the British-run Union of South Africa.  
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Skillbuilder (Use the chart to answer these questions.↑) 
1. Under which type of imperialism is the local government 
most independent? 
 
 
2. What is the difference between a sphere of influence 
and economic imperialism? 

3. What were three benefits and three  
problems of colonial rule?  

                                    2. Who resisted imperialism 
in Africa, and what were the results?  

Imperialism CASE STUDY: NIGERIA  
A NEW PERIOD OF IMPERIALISM; A BRITISH COLONY  
Each imperial power had goals for its colonies. Imperialist nations had four forms of 
control: COLONY, PROTECTORATE, SPHERE OF INFLUENCE, and ECONOMIC 
IMPERIALISM.  
A colony is an area ruled by a foreign government. A protectorate runs its own daily 
affairs, but is controlled by an imperialist nation. A sphere of influence is an area 
where an imperialist nation has exclusive economic rights. Economic imperialism 
refers to a situation where an independent nation is controlled by foreign businesses 
rather than foreign governments.  
Imperialist nations also developed two basic methods to manage their colonies. 
France and other European nations used direct control. They felt native peoples could not handle the tough job of 

running a country. Instead, the imperialist power governed. This policy was called 
paternalism. The French also had a policy of assimilation. All colonial institutions were 
patterned after French institutions. The French hoped that the native peoples would learn 
French ways.  
Britain used indirect control. In this system, local rulers had power over daily matters. There 
were also councils of native people and government officials. These councils were supposed to 
help native people learn to govern themselves in the British method. When the United States 
began to colonize, it also used the indirect method of control.  
Britain tried to rule Nigeria through indirect control. The British let local chiefs manage their 
areas. The system did not always work. The local chiefs in some regions of Nigeria resented 
having their power limited by the British.  

1. What forms and methods did imperialists use to control and manage colonies? 
 

AFRICAN RESISTANCE Some Africans resisted imperialism. People in Algeria fought against the French 
for almost 50 years. In German East Africa, thousands of Africans died when they tried to use magic to fight German 
machine guns.  
Only Ethiopia resisted the Europeans successfully. There, 
Emperor Menelik II played one European country 
against another. In 1896, he used European weapons to 
defeat an Italian army.    
 
 
 
THE LEGACY OF COLONIAL RULE  
Africans enjoyed some benefits from colonial rule. 
European governments reduced local conflicts. The 
Europeans also brought Africa deeper into the world 
economy. Railroads, dams, and telephone and telegraph 
lines were built.  
But imperialism mostly caused damage. Africans lost 
control over much of their land. Many African traditions 
were destroyed. People were forced out of their homes. 
Many were made to work in bad conditions. The 
boundaries that Europeans drew had no relation to ethnic 
divisions in Africa. These boundaries caused problems 
when the colonies became independent nations.  
  



3. What happened in Egypt and in Persia?  

1. What happened when the Ottoman Empire weakened?  

2. Why did Russia engage in the Crimean War and the Great Game?  

Europeans Claim Muslim Lands  
OTTOMAN EMPIRE LOSES POWER  The Ottoman Empire was 
based in modern Turkey. But it controlled lands in Eastern Europe, North 
Africa, and Southwest Asia.  
This empire lasted for hundreds of years, but by the 1800s, it was weak. 
The ruling party broke up into quarreling factions. Corruption and theft 
caused financial chaos. The Ottomans had once embraced modern 
technologies but now were falling behind the Europeans.  
Nationalism began to stir among people in the empire. In 1830, Greece 
won its independence and Serbia won the right to govern itself. European nations 
eyed what remained of the empire hungrily.  
 
 
 
EUROPEANS GRAB TERRITORY  Geopolitics is the interest in or 
taking of land for its location or products. It played an important role in the fall of 
the Ottoman Empire. Russia hoped to win control of the Black Sea so it could 
ship grain into the Mediterranean Sea. Russia fought a war with the Ottomans in 
the 1850s called the Crimean War.  
Russia lost the war when Britain and France joined on the side of the Ottomans. 
Still, the Ottomans later lost almost all of their land in Europe and parts of Africa. 
Muslim leaders, seeing this decline, decided to modernize their countries.  
Russia also fought Great Britain in a war known as the “Great Game.” Russia 
sought to extend its empire and gain access to India, one of Britain’s most 
valuable colonies. The British defended India and also attempted to spread its 
empire beyond India’s borders. Much of the war was fought in the independent Muslim kingdom of 
Afghanistan. After decades of fighting, both countries withdrew and agreed to respect Afghanistan’s 
independence. 
 
 
 
 PERSIA PRESSURED TO CHANGE  Some Muslim leaders tried to adopt reforms to block 
European control of their lands. In Egypt, Muhammad Ali broke away from Ottoman control. He reformed 
the army and the economy. Ali’s grandson continued to modernize the empire. He joined with the French in 
building the Suez Canal. It connected the Mediterranean to the Red Sea.  
The canal was extremely expensive to build. Egypt quickly found that it could not afford to repay the money 
it owed. The British took control of the canal. Later the British took over the rest of the country as well.  
In Persia, the Russians and the British competed for control. Russia wanted to use Persia to gain access to the 
Persian Gulf and Indian Ocean. Twice Russia forced Persia to give up territories through military victories.  
Britain wanted to use Afghanistan as a buffer between India and Russia. In 1857, Britain forced Persia to 
give up all claims to Afghanistan.  
In the early 1900s, oil was discovered in Persia. A British company signed an agreement with Persia’s ruler 
to develop these oil fields. Persians rebelled against their ruler, who was corrupt, and the growing influence 
of Europeans. Then Russia and Britain stepped in and took control of the land.  
In Muslim lands, the Europeans gained control by using economic imperialism and creating spheres of 
influence. Some Muslim countries tried to modernize. But these efforts came too late to prevent Europeans 
from taking over.   
 



1. What problems did British rule bring? 

2. What was the Sepoy Mutiny?  

 British Imperialism in India  
BRITISH EXPAND CONTROL OVER INDIA The Mughal 
Empire of India fell into decline in the early 1700s. By the mid-1700s, the 
British East India Company was the most important power in India. The 
company held huge amounts of land. The company even had its own army. 
This army was led by British officers. It was staffed by sepoys, Indian 
soldiers.  
India was the main supplier of raw materials for Britain. The British called 
India the “jewel in the crown” because it was Britain’s most valuable 
colony.  
India enjoyed some benefits from British rule. India’s rail system was the 
third largest in the world. The railroad helped make India’s economy more modern. The British 
made other improvements, too. They built telephone and telegraph lines, dams, bridges, and canals. They 
also improved sanitation and public health and built schools.  
But British rule also caused problems. A great deal of wealth flowed from India to Britain. Indian industry 
died out because of British trade laws. Many farmers and villages could no longer feed themselves because 
they were forced to grow cash crops. India suffered famines in the late 1800s. In addition, most British 
officials had racist attitudes that threatened Indian culture.  
  
 
THE SEPOY MUTINY By the mid-1800s, many 
Indians resented British rule. In 1857, some Indian soldiers 
heard rumors about British weapons. The rumors offended 
the Indians’ religious feelings. The British handled the 
situation badly. The Indian soldiers rebelled. This rebellion 
has been called the Sepoy Mutiny. It took the East India 
Company and British troops a year to put it down.  
The Sepoy Mutiny failed because the Indians were divided. 
Muslims and Hindus did not trust each other. After the 
revolt, the British government took direct control of British 
India. The term Raj refers to British rule over India from 
1757 to 1947.  
 
 

NATIONALISM SURFACES IN INDIA Indians also resisted British control in other ways. Leaders such 
as Ram Mohun Roy urged changes in traditional Indian practices. He wanted to make Indian society more modern and 
to free India of foreign control.  
Nationalist feelings also started to grow in India. Indians resented the British discrimination against them. Indians were 
barred from the best jobs in the Indian Civil Service. British workers were paid more than Indian workers doing the 
same job.  
Indians formed two groups—the Indian National Congress and the Muslim League. Both groups pushed the British to 
make changes. In the early 1900s, they called for self-government. 3. What groups called for change?  
 
 

Imperialism in Southeast Asia  
EUROPEAN POWERS INVADE THE PACIFIC RIM European nations also grabbed land in the 
Pacific Rim, Southeast Asia and the islands on the edge of the Pacific Ocean. The lands of Southeast Asia 



1. What major problems did colonialism bring?  

3. What happened in the Philippines?  

were perfect for plantation agriculture. Sugar, coffee, cocoa, rubber, 
coconuts, bananas, and pineapples were important products.  
The Dutch controlled Indonesia. Many of the Dutch who moved to 
Indonesia thought of Indonesia as their home. They set up a class system 
that kept the Dutch at the top. Wealthy and educated Indonesians came 
next. Plantation workers were at the bottom. The Dutch forced farmers to 
use one-fifth of their land for export crops.  
The British took the port of Singapore plus Malaysia and Burma (modern 
Myanmar). They used Singapore as a base for trade. It became one of the 
world’s busiest ports. The British encouraged the Chinese to move to Malaysia. The 
Malaysians have become a minority in their own country. Tension between the Malays and the Chinese 
remains to this day.  
France grabbed Indochina (modern Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam). The French ruled Indochina directly and 
tried to push French culture on the Indochinese. The French did not encourage industry. Rice became a major 
crop. Although the Vietnamese grew more rice than before, they ate less of it because so much rice was sent 
out of the region. This problem set the stage for Vietnamese resistance to French rule.  
Colonialism brought some features of modern life to these regions. But economic change benefited 
Europeans more than the local people. Even so, schooling, health, and sanitation were improved. Millions of 
people migrated to new regions of Southeast Asia. The mix of cultures did not always go smoothly. Even 
today, some conflict between groups results from this period.  
 
 

SIAM REMAINS INDEPENDENT   One land—Siam (modern Thailand)—stayed independent. Siam 
was surrounded by lands taken by the French and British. The French and British did not want the other to 
control Siam. The Siamese kings played the French and British against one another to remain free of both 
nations.  
King Mongkut and his son modernized Siam. They started schools and reformed the government. They also 
built railroads and telegraph lines and ended slavery. These changes happened with little social turmoil.  
2. How did Siam confront imperialism?  
 

 

U.S. IMPERIALISM IN THE PACIFIC ISLANDS   
In the late 1800s, the United States also began to seek colonies. 
After the Spanish-American War in 1898, the United States took 
control of Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippine Islands.  
Filipino nationalists led by Emilio Aguinaldo fought against the 
Americans for their freedom. The United States defeated the 
rebels but promised to give the Philippines self-rule later. In the 
meantime, American businesses took advantage of Filipino workers.  
American businessmen grew wealthy from sugar plantations in Hawaii. But they wanted to make more 
money. They also asked for the annexation, or addition, of Hawaii to the United States. That way they 
would get more money when they sold sugar in the United States. The American businessmen had a great 
deal of power in Hawaii.  
In the 1890s, Queen Liliuokalani tried to regain control of her country for the Hawaiian people. The 
American businessmen overthrew her. They declared a republic. In 1898, it became a territory of the United 
States.  
 



                      1. What happened as a result of  
the Opium War?  

2. What was the Taiping Rebellion?  

4. What was the Boxer Rebellion?  

 

China Resists Outside Influence 
CHINA AND THE WEST In the late 1700s, China had a strong farming economy based on growing rice. 
Other crops, such as peanuts, helped to feed its large population. The Chinese made silk, cotton, and ceramics. Mines 
produced salt, tin, silver, and iron. China needed nothing from the outside world.  
China limited its trade with European powers. All goods shipped to China had to come 
through one port. Britain bought so much Chinese tea that it was eager to find 
something that the Chinese  
would want in large quantities. In the early 1800s, the British began shipping 
opium, a dangerous drug, to China. The opium came mostly from India. The 
Chinese tried to make the British stop.  

As a result of the Opium War that followed, the 
British took possession of Hong Kong. Later, the 
United States and European nations won 
extraterritorial rights and the right to trade in five 
ports. The Chinese resented these treaties but could 
not stop them.   
 
 

 
 
GROWING INTERNAL PROBLEMS China had internal problems 
as well. The population had grown quickly. When rains were too light or too 
heavy, millions starved. The Chinese government was weak and too corrupt to solve its problems.  
A leader arose who hoped to save China. His name was Hong Xiuquan, and he led the Taiping Rebellion. More than 
one million peasants joined his army. The rebels won control of large parts of the south. The government needed 14 
years to put down this rebellion. The fighting destroyed much farmland. At least 20 million people died.  
 
 
 

FOREIGN INFLUENCE GROWS In the late 1800s, one person ruled 
China—the Dowager Empress Cixi. She supported a few reforms in education, civil 
service, and the military. Despite her efforts to bring change, China continued to face 
problems.  
Other countries were well aware of China’s weakness, and they took advantage of the 
situation. Throughout the late 1800s, many foreign nations won a sphere of influence in China. A sphere of influence 
is a region in which a foreign nation controls trade and investment.  
The United States opposed these spheres of influence. Americans urged an Open Door Policy, in which all powers 
had equal access to Chinese markets. The Europeans agreed. This policy did not help China, however. Although it was 
not a colony or group of colonies, China was dominated by foreign powers.  

3. How did foreigners begin to gain control over China?  

AN UPSURGE IN CHINESE NATIONALISM Humiliated by their loss of power, many 
Chinese wanted strong reforms. In 1898, the young Emperor Guangxu, Cixi’s nephew, tried to put in place 

broader reforms.  
Conservatives didn’t like this. The retired Empress Cixi had him arrested and she took back control of the government. 
China had lost a chance for reform.  
Some Chinese peasants and workers formed the Society of Harmonious Fists, known as the Boxers. They wanted to 
get rid of all Western influence. That included any Chinese who had accepted Western culture or the Christian religion. 
At the start of the Boxer Rebellion in early 1900, Boxers surrounded Beijing’s European section. After many weeks, 
they were driven out by a multinational army.  
Cixi finally began to allow major reforms. But change came slowly. In 1908, Chinese officials said that China would 
become a constitutional monarchy by 1917. However, unrest soon returned.  

 



Modernization in Japan	  
JAPAN ENDS ITS ISOLATION From the early 1600s to the mid-
1800s, Japan traded with China and the Dutch and had diplomatic contact 
with Korea. But beyond that, Japan was largely isolated. British, French, 
Russian, and American officials tried to convince the Japanese to open up. But 
the Japanese repeatedly refused.  
That situation changed in 1853 when American steamships with cannons 
entered Japanese waters. The next year, Japan and the United States signed the 
Treaty of Kanagawa. It agreed to open Japan to trade with America. Soon 
afterwards, Japan made similar deals with European nations.  
Many Japanese were upset with the shogun, the military dictator, who had agreed to these new treaties. The Emperor 
Mutsuhito got their support and managed to overthrow the shogun. For the first time in centuries, the emperor ruled 
Japan directly. He reigned for 45 years, from 1867 to 1912. This period is called the Meiji era. The name Meiji means 
“enlightened rule.”  
The emperor wanted to modernize Japan. He sent government officials to Europe and the United States. From what 
they saw, they shaped a new Japan. They modeled the government after the strong central government of Germany. 
They patterned the army after Germany’s and the navy after Britain’s. They adapted the American system of schooling 
for all children.  
The emperor also supported changes to Japan’s economy. The country mined coal and built rail- roads and factories. In 
just a few years, Japan’s economy was as modern as any in the world.  
1. What steps did Emperor Mutsuhito take to modernize Japan?  
  
 
IMPERIAL JAPAN By 1890, Japan had the strongest military in Asia. It 
asked foreigners to give up their special rights in Japan. The European nations 
agreed. Japan felt equal to the Western nations.  
Japan became more imperialistic as its power grew. When China broke an agreement not to 
send armies into Korea, Japan went to war. It drove China out of Korea and gained Taiwan 
and some other islands as new colonies. In 1904, Japan and Russia fought the Russo–Japanese War over China’s 
Manchurian territory. Japan surprised the world by defeating a larger power that was sup- posed to be stronger.  
The next year, Japan attacked Korea. Japan made Korea a protectorate. Japanese officials took more and more power 
away from the Korean government. The Korean king was unable to get help for his government from other countries. 
By 1910, Japan achieved annexation of Korea.  
The Japanese were harsh rulers. They shut down Korean newspapers. They allowed only Japanese history and 
language to be taught. They took land from Korean farmers and gave it to Japanese settlers. They built factories run by 
Japanese only. Koreans were not allowed to start new businesses. Koreans resented these actions. They began a 
nationalist movement and protested against Japanese rule.  
2. How did Japan expand its empire to Korea?  

 
 

Turmoil and Change in Mexico 
SANTA ANNA AND THE MEXICAN WAR Antonio López de 
Santa Anna was a leading figure in the early history of independent Mexico. 
He fought for Mexican independence from Spain in 1821. He fought against 
Spain again in 1829 when Spain tried to recapture Mexico. He served as 
Mexico’s president four times.  
But in the 1830s, Santa Anna was unable to stop Texas from winning 
independence from Mexico. In the 1840s, the United States annexed Texas. 

Japan attacks Russia Britain tries 
to stop America uninterested	



1. What losses did Mexicans suffer under Santa Anna?  

.    2. How did conservatives oppose La Reforma?  

This angered many Mexicans.  
When a border dispute between Mexico and Texas turned into armed conflict, the United States invaded 
Mexico. Santa Anna led his nation’s army and was defeated. Mexico surrendered huge amounts of land to 
the United States.  
 
 
JUÁREZ AND LA REFORMA Another important leader of the middle 
1800s was Benito Juárez. Juárez wanted to improve conditions for the poor 
in Mexico. He led a movement called La Reforma—“the reform.” La 
Reforma aimed to break the power of the large landowners and give more 
schooling to the poor. Juárez and his supporters won control of the 
government in 1858.  
But conservatives who opposed La Reforma did not give up. They plotted with France to retake Mexico. In 
1862, Napoleon III of France sent an army that captured the country in 18 months. Napoleon III named a 
European noble as emperor. But Juárez and his followers kept fighting. Five years later, they drove the 
French from Mexican soil and executed the emperor 
 
 
PORFIRIO DÍAZ AND “ORDER AND PROGRESS”  
Juárez again pressed for his reforms. He made some progress but died in office in 1872. Soon after he died, a 
new leader emerged. Porfirio Díaz was a leader in Mexican politics for more than 30 years. Díaz brought 
order to the country. He ended raids by bandits and brought some economic growth, but  
he limited political freedom. A leader named Francisco Madero called for the overthrow of Díaz.  
3. What were the benefits and drawbacks of Díaz’s rule?  
 
 
 
REVOLUTION AND CIVIL WAR  In the early 1900s, calls for reform got 
louder. Francisco “Pancho” Villa and Emiliano Zapata called for better lives for the 
poor. They raised armies and forced Díaz to step down. But political unrest continued. 
For many years, leaders struggled for power. In 1917, Mexico adopted a new 
constitution that survived all of the turmoil.  
Conflict continued until a new political party gained control of Mexico in 
1929. The Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) brought peace and political 
stability to a troubled land.   4. What was the main goal of Villa and 
Zapata?  
 
 
 
 Emiliano Zapata	

Benito Juárez	

Reflecting	on	this	packet:	Out	of	all	the	examples	of	imperialism,	which	one	stands	out	to	you,	
personally,	and	why?		
	
	
	
Which	was	more	of	a	surprise:	to	read	about	imperialism	by	the	U.S.	or	by	Japan?	Explain.			


