
Qns. re ’13 facts about slavery in Africa’   name: _______________________ hr: ___ 
 

1. How were the 17th century (17th century = _____- hundreds) bones of 3 African slaves traced back to their 

countries of origin?  

 

 

2. Until recently, what could be known about the 12 million African slaves sent to the New World, and what 

could not be known?  

 

 

 

3. How is the trans-Atlantic slave trade related to  

   the spread of European diseases in the New World?  

 

4. (a) What did Europeans need in order to produce new goods, and/or up ‘til then, luxury goods more 

abundantly?  

   ____________________ 
 

 (b) What were those new goods and/or luxury goods? _______________________________________ 
 

5. The article, drawing on an essay by David Eltis, says, “neither Africans more Europeans would enslave 

members of their own societies”. If that’s true, according to the article, how is it then, that there was a 

slave trade in Africa? 

 

 

 

6. A little bit of review: the article says Europeans were ‘riding the crest of ocean-going technology’. What 

did we talk about in Unit 1 as the technology that made ocean-going possible for Europeans?  

 

 

 

7. What is the article’s purpose, or point, when it says that the Vili traders, and the Efik, and the Kingdom of 

Dahomey and Imbangala, “all had strict conceptions of what made an individual eligible for 

enslavement.” How does that relate to the statement, “The make up of slaves purchased on the Atlantic 

coast thus reflected whom Africans were prepared to sell […]”. 

 

 

 

8. What are some of the things said about what happened during, and the conditions of, the voyages.  

 

 

 

9. (a) What numbers are given for  

          how many people left Africa ______________ And how many survived the trip? _______________  

     (b) Why did so many die?  

 
 

10. About when did the trade end? _____________ Which countries were then cracking down on it?  

 

11. How did the trade affect how Africans thought about themselves?  
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