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Britain's Prince Charles and Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (front and center) attend a service marking the 100th
anniversary of the battle of Gallipoli, one of the most monumental clashes of World War I. The event was held at the
Canakkale Turkish Martyrs' Memorial Abide in Seddulbahir, Turkey.
Tristan Fewings/Getty Images

Heads of state and thousands of guests traveled to the windswept shores of western
Turkey on Friday to mark the 100th anniversary of one of World War I's most
infamous battles. The Gallipoli campaign saw Ottoman forces, fighting under German
command, repel an Allied attack led by Britain and France.

Nine months of fighting left a half-million dead and wounded on both sides. The Allies
withdrew, setting in motion events that would leave the region forever changed.

It's called ANZAC Day, for the Australia New Zealand Army Corps that landed here on
April 25, 1915. But the seeds of the human slaughter on the beaches and fields were
sown five weeks earlier, when the supposedly invincible British Royal Navy sent its
warships to pound Ottoman forts guarding the strategic Dardanelles strait.

What they hadn't counted on were recently laid underwater mines that sank or
grounded three ships in the space of a few hours. With that, the element of surprise
was lost, and when the ANZAC troops finally came ashore more than a month later,
the Ottoman army was dug in with machine guns at the ready.

New Zealander Joseph Gasparich survived a battle at a place dubbed the "daisy patch"
for the wildflowers that grew thick as a carpet. Decades later, he told New Zealand
broadcaster Laurie Swindell that he was hit as the first wave of men crossed toward
the enemy.

Lying amid the flowers, he had a perfect view of the carnage that followed.

"Another line of our chaps got up to follow us — and every one dropped," he said. "A
third lot got up — one man got across, and he was hit, he staggered across. Every other
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man was dropped."

Gasparich said, "It was absolute murder — or suicide, whichever way you'd like to look
at it. That was the daisy patch."

Allied troops at the ANZAC Cove in the Gallipoli peninsula, during World War I. Britain, France, Australia and New Zealand
fought for nine months but could not defeat the Ottomans. Overall, a half-million were killed or wounded.
Hulton Archive/Getty Images

'Months Of Hell For Every Side'

Turkish academic Haluc Oral says the terrain was brutal, water was scarce, and
despite heroic medics and nurses, battlefield mortality was high.

"It [was] 8 1/2 months of hell for every side," he says. "If you look at the letters written
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home by British or Australian soldiers, they are talking about how difficult [it was] to
find the food or how dirty was the water."

"The sickness, disease for both sides was unbelievable," Oral says.

The plan championed by Britain's First Lord of the Admiralty Winston Churchill had
been audacious — to distract Germany from the Western Front by opening up a
second front at Gallipoli, forcing Berlin to divert forces to shore up their Ottoman
allies.

Instead, the initial gains by the ANZAC troops stalled into a blood-soaked stalemate,
and cemeteries began to sprout on the beaches and fields of Gallipoli.


