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1. What condition did the Pope have when he granted Spain control over the lands that Columbus had discovered?  
 
   _____________________________________________ 
 

2. How many ships were in Columbus’ fleet when he made his return (2nd) trip to the New World? ______ 
 
    How many soldiers, sailors and so on? _______________ List some of the things the ships carried as supplies and cargo 
    for use in the New World.  

   _______________________________________________________________ 
 

3. When Columbus returned to the fort at La Navidad where he’d left men on his first trip, what had why were they all dead?  
     

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. How did the natives view pieces of broken pottery? ______________________________________________ 
 
    What did the colonists value that perhaps seemed just as odd to the natives? __________________ 
 
5. When Columbus realized there wasn’t a lot of gold, he wrote a letter to Queen Isabella proposing a new way to make a profit 

from the New World. What did he propose?  
     ___________________________________________________ 

 

6. Why was there a problem with the requirement that natives provide a hawk’s bell full of gold?  
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

7. What did the new system of forced labor—called ‘encomienda’—say that colonists had to do in order to get the unpaid/forced 
labor from the native people?  

             ____________________________________________________________ 
 

8. How did the priest, Father Montecino, view the colonists’ treatment of the Indians?  
 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

9. What was the ‘requerimiento’ that the lawyers came up with and why didn’t it help native people(s)?  
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

10. When Columbus founded his settlement, how many Indians were there? __________ In1519 how many were there? _____ 
 

11. How long had the city of Teotihuacan been empty at the time the Spaniards arrived? _______________ 
 

12. What is the name of the Aztec city located where Mexico City now stands? __________________________ 
 
13. Why were the people conquered by the Aztecs so hostile towards the Aztecs? ________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________________________  
 
14. Why didn’t the Aztecs pursue and destroy Cortez on the Night of Sorrows? __________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________________________ 



15. Why is it that a simple drink of water, that might have saved an Indian from dying from a disease, wasn’t provided?  
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

16. How did the fact that the Spaniards recovered from diseases, but the Indians tended to die from those diseases, help to 
spread Christianity?  

       ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

17. What was the idea behind reusing stones from the old, Indian temples in building the new Christian church buildings?  
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

18. How did Las Casas spend much of his life?  
  ________________________________________ 

 

19. How did Las Casas come to view the encomienda system?  
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

20. What is the ‘Black Legend’?  
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

21. What effect did Las Casas’ efforts have on the laws about slavery?  
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

22. How were Las Casas’ and Columbus’ ideas about what to give to, or do with the New World, similar but also different, and 
      which version won out?  
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

23. What is the ‘most appropriate’ image of the Virgin of Guadalupe on top of? 
 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
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