When did the American press first report on the “Final Solution”?

The American press reported Nazi violence toward Jews as early as 1933, and by 1938, published reports of anti-
Jewish measures such as the Nuremberg Laws, along with other incidents of antisemitic violence, had multiplied
dramatically. In 1941, as the magnitude of anti-Jewish violence increased, newspapers began running descriptions of
the Nazi mass murder of Jews, some even using the word "extermination" to refer to these large-scale killings.
However, it wasn't until late 1942 that the American public received official confirmation of these reports. On November
24 of that year, Rabbi Stephen Wise disclosed in a press conference that the State Department had investigated and
confirmed reports about the Nazis' extermination campaign against European Jews. A few weeks later, on December
17, the United States, Britain, and ten Allied governments released a formal declaration confirming and condemning
Hitler's extermination policy toward the Jews. Despite the official status of these announcements, most major dailies in
the United States minimized their importance by burying them on inner pages. The New York Times, for example,
allocated space on the front page for only the latter of these official reports, relegating Wise's press conference to page
ten.

Sources: Deborah Lipstadt, Beyond Belief: The American Press and the Coming of the Holocaust (New York: Free Press, 1986).
David S. Wyman, The Abandonment of the Jews (New York: The New York Press, 1998).
"Wise Gets Confirmation: Checks with State Department on Nazis' 'Extermination Campaign,"
1942, p. 10.

"11 Allies Condemn Nazi War on Jews: United Nations Issue Joint Declaration of Protest on 'Cold-Blooded Extermination,
York Times, 18 December 1942, p. 1, 10.

New York Times, 25 November

New

—
"l’m“‘f@ |o arvamciare st mms i 118 ras e s ER NS T R =

When did the United States government ESTERN UNION
learn of the Nazis’ systematic attempts to oy (27)
kill all of European Jewry? s ABE__EQRAM;

Though intelligence data and news reports revealed Nazi oL 122 1/ 8
violence against Jews as early as 1933, and a dramatic - | e saweemenen
increase in that violence in 1941, scholars generally agree (1330 WSt A% ST SEE SPL TNSTNS On FILE { RELAY wEA
that the United States government did not receive reliable "MAVE. RECEIVED THROUGH FORE IO OFFICE FOLLOWI:

confirmation of the full scope of the Nazis’ "Final Solution" RIEGNER GENEVA STOP [RECEIVED ALARMING Repr e
until August, 1942. NEADQUARTERS PLAN DISCUSSED AND UNDER CONSIDERATION ALL Jews

P o - =
] L TRIFS CUPIE TROLL e AN Y

On August 1, 1942, Gerhart Riegner, a representative of the A MILLION SHOULD AFTER DEPOR e
World Jewish Congress in Switzerland, received information A1 oue sLow sxremiiaten 10 sesoLe onee ALL JERI
from a German source regarding a Nazi plan to exterminate =~ “/F5T1E0 I8 Eumees

all the Jews in Europe. Due to the shocking and somewhat

unbelievable nature of the report, Riegner refrained from

passing on this information until he investigated its source. CEN 5=/ 8 /) womses, s Lomsaruey war 30 St S 0 S1 TeL St ou it
One week later, satisfied with the reliability of the informant T _— - — ———

- though unable to confirm the news itself - Riegner

requested that the American consulate in Geneva cable this 1" A°TIEH TERGRIER FLARRED P08 AuTims werrons vine
information to the American and other Allied governments, S R sl .
along with Rabbi Stephen Wise, president of the World CElaet be CORFI ] e i el e
Jewish Congress in New York. However, given the CORNEXIONS WITH MIGHEST GERMEN AUTHORITIES AND HIs
unsubstantiated nature of Riegner’s report, the State GEMERALLY RELIABLE STOP |NFORW ONS L

Department chose not to forward it to Rabbi Wise and FRRLLIS EESEE A : " 0N FI P
instead suppressed it. 2

ey

In the months that followed, as reports of massacres of
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Wise held a press conference to announce news of the Nazis’ "extermination campaign." A few weeks later, on
December 17, 1942, the United States, Britain, and ten other allied governments made this news official, feeling
confident enough in the evidence to publicly reveal their knowledge of the Nazis’ plan to systematically kill all of
Europe’s Jews.
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