Some of these images are a bit out
of focus. If you can’t read all the
captions, skip that image and go to
the next one.

Trench Warfare
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Trench life

A » What was it like in a front-line trench?
'@) » What everyday difficulties did the soldiers face?

Month after month, year after year, soldiers battled out the war in what must have been the toughest

conditions they had ever seen. Basically, they were ‘living rough’ and had to cope with all the problems
associated with the cold, the wet and the mud.

The soldier — he’d spend about one week )
I : . Machine-gun — the most common
in a front-line trench facing the enemy, ,
. German gun was the G8, whilst

four weeks in a support trench (about ) ,

the British favoured the Vickers,
100 metres behind the front line) and

the Hotchkiss or the Lewis Gun.
eight weeks in a reserve trench (about

300 metres behind the support tre%

Sandbags — to protect soldiers
from bullets and bombs.
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Latrine (toilet) — a board with a hole in
it, laid over agpit. Soldiers didn’t really
like using the latrines — the enemy
usually knew where they were located
and fired bombs at them in case

anyone was using them at the time!

Dugout — for resting and
sheltering. The officers
(men in charge of the
ordinary foot soldiers)
often had a bed and
table in here.

Periscope — useful for
peering over the top of
the parapet to spy on

the enemy.

Firestep — the raised step where
soldiers stood to fire over the
parapet (top of the trench).




Lryvrur.(,t arvsery s

f "W ol 48
::“;’ ,Y.,;,t: ::... \ Concrete placed about 10 km
cﬂmvye @ oopp s before block house for behind the front ne
3 a machine-gun These guns fire at

- advancing enermry troops
Reserve
trench
Support
Barbed wire: metres Front-line anch
deep and an impassable

for any troops

No Man's Land (the stretch :::'P “::‘I'Sp

of land between the trenches Mm‘mﬂw
of the opposing sides) has M‘m g

already been churned up by by Mwh damaged
shell fire In wet weather it artilery shell

becomes 3 mass of mud,

making it even harder for
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One-third of all casualties were
killed or wounded while in the

_ Many die'd on the front line.

vatc] ,‘they could not move at [
: L% ‘some wrote letters home ; ﬂ'
)

k Some were sent to no man’s land
to listen to enemy lines. Some  Lice invaded the trenches and the seams
repaired wires. ; of clothing. They spread from rats to cat and reproduce 900 offspring a ya Mgg: Th 4
humans. Even when clothes were contammated to food and water supplies an‘d\ \
washed, the lice eggs could spread and Y Yr"
hatch. . ‘:::\
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